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Téna koutou - Hi everyone.
My name is Peter Goosse-
link. I come from the small
country near the bottom of
the world called New
Zealand (‘Aoteoroa’ -The
Land of the Long White
Cloud] in the Maori

HOKKAI ism

HHTERE) 20195118208

Interesting New Zealand facts:

New Zealand is a young country. New Zealand become an
independent country in 1947.

Wellington is the capital city of New Zealand, but the largest
city is Auckland.

The population of New Zealand is 4,975,160 which is actually
less than the population of Hokkaido. (Population of the main
cities: Auckland - 1,628900, Wellington - 418500, Christ-
church - 404,500, Dunedin - 122,000).

New Zealand is a safe country with no deadly poisonous

New Zealand Regions

NORTHLAND REGION

AUCKLAND REGION
orues!

TARANAKI REGION
ANAWATUWANGANUI 0
REGION

ngy 4 ReGioN

WELLINGTON REGION

\'\’) CANTERBURY
REGION

language). I started life in a
small town in the south of
the South Island called Dunedin. (Dunedin is sister
city to Otaru city). I later moved to Christchurch,
also in the south of New Zealand. (Christchurch is
sister city to Kurashiki in Okayama Prefecture). I
studied linguistics and education at the University
of Canterbury in Christchurch. My main interest is
socio-linguistics. That is the study of how we all use
language in different situations. I began my teaching
life in Japan at Asahikawa Kita High School before
moving to Hokkai High School. Because of all the
beautiful nature and friendly people, Sapporo is a
great city to live in. However, it can get a little cold
during winter.

animals, insects, or plants.

The native population of New Zealand are the Maori people.
The official languages of New Zealand are Maori, English,
and NZ Sign Language.

A New Zealand person is known as ‘a New Zealander™ or by
the nickname Kiwi'.

England's Queen Elizabeth II is also the Queen of New
Zealand.

New Zealand was first country in the world to give women
the right to vote in 1893. (USA: 1920, Japan: 1945)

The most famous native bird is the Kiwi. This bird is
only found in New Zealand. It does not fly. The Kiwi is
a nocturnal bird, which means that it hunts at night.

Our current leader is Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern.
(She became the world's second elected head of
government to have a baby while in office in 2018).
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern is the world's young-
est female head of government. She became New
Zealand's leader when she was 37 years old.

There are more sheep in New Zealand
than people. (27.3 million Sheep in 2018).

Commercial Bungy Jumping started in Queen-
stown, New Zealand in 1988. (I've done this &
and it is fantastic - I highlyrecommend itl)

The Christchurch Earthquake

Christchurch City changed forever on
February 22nd, 2011. There had never
been an earthquake like it before.
Many buildings and homes throughout
the city were destroyed. The CBD
(central business district) was closed
for a long time because of all the
damage. The land in some areas
became very unstable and dangerous.
The New Zealand government decided

NZ Education:

New Zealand schools have four terms in the school year. The school year starts around the end of
January and ends around the end of December for Primary and Intermediate schools, and around
early December for Secondary schools. There is a two week holiday break between terms one, two,
and three, and a summer holiday (which includes Christmas and New Year) break at the end of Term
4 of about 6 weeks. As this is the end of the school year, students do not receive homework during
this break! Most schools have a variety of sports teams and extra-curricular activities for students to
take part in after school. Most activities are seasonal. This means that you can try a different sport or
activity in a different season, if you want to. Practice is usually no more than two to three times per
week and competition games are usually held at the weekend.

My family home
after the earthquake:

NZ School Primary school Intermediate School | Secondary School Universit to Red Zone' some places. This means
System: (Elementary School) | (Junior High School) | (Senior High School) nversity that people can no longer live in these
School Grade Years 1-6 Years 7-8 Years 9-13 zones. My family home was in a part of
Age 5.10 11-12 13-18 18+ the area called Dallington. A large part

of that area that I knew growing up
(including the family home) became
red zoned and is now gone.

NZ Climate:

The temperatures in New Zealand are mild in both summer and winter. It does not get too hot or too
cold. It snows in the mountainous areas of both the north and south of New Zealand and occasionally
in the city areas. It is very rare for most cities to have heavy snow. If that does happen, everything
stops until the snow is cleared or melts away.

Dallington
before the ‘Red Zone':

Dallington after:

Average temperatures in the main cities.

Auckland Wellington Christchurch Dunedin
summer | winter summer winter | summer | winter | summer | winter
High| Low | High | Low [ High | Low | High | Low | High | Low [High [ Low |High | Low |High | Low
23 12 14 7 20 | 13 11 6 22 12 | 10 0 19 11 10 3
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